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(  Car-Emissions Work Earns Arlington Man A MacArthur Grant.
Vehicle emissions guru Michael Walsh was at Dulles International Airport last Tuesday catching a flight to Frankfurt when he got the news. In what has become an annual rite for the world of out-of-the-box thinking -- and for the rest of us who are simply intrigued by genius or huge cash windfalls -- the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation at 12:01 a.m. today announced the 25 new honorees of the MacArthur Fellows Program. Over the past week, the foundation blindsided each of the newest fellows with a similar telephone call. They had been selected to receive $500,000, paid over the next five years. They can spend the money however they choose -- no strings. But each could tell only one person until the MacArthur folks broke the secret today.

	[image: image1.jpg]



	"I'm on a cloud actually," says Walsh, 62, an independent emissions expert who travels from his Arlington home all over the world, telling governments and industries how to reduce the impact of internal combustion engines on air quality.   

"I have always believed that the areas in which I'm working are very, very important," he says, adding that 800,000 people die prematurely each year from air pollution. "But this wasn't on my radar. I'm not a genius. I'm a normal ordinary guy, that's all I am."
The fellowships are like winning the lottery for creative brainiacs. The street name is "genius grant," but the foundation avoids the g-word, insisting that the fellows bring more to the table than high IQs.


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/09/19/AR2005091901767.html
Contd..
(  India to Stop Low-Sulphur Diesel Imports by Nov 2005.
New Delhi - India is likely to stop importing low-Sulphur diesel by the end of next month, as local refineries will be able to meet new fuel standards, officials said.  Indian refiners have been importing large volumes of low-Sulphur petrol and diesel since January, as they were unable to upgrade refineries in time to meet new fuel specifications.  "Domestic production will be enough. Barring some major shutdown, there will be no imports required," an oil ministry official told Reuters.

Indian Oil Corp, the country's largest refiner, said last month it would stop importing diesel after commissioning a diesel hydro treating unit at its Panipat refinery in Sept. 2005. Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd. (BPCL) officials said the company would import some fuel this month and in October but no large imports were likely.  Officials at Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd. said that the company did not require more imports and would be able to buy fuels from other Indian refiners if necessary.

Supply of low-Sulphur fuels is expected to rise this year as IOCL and BPCL are expanding capacity.  BPCL has raised the capacity of its Mumbai refinery to 240,000 bpd and started processing 200,000 bpd. The refinery, which was earlier processing about 180,000 bpd, will be ramped up to 240,000 bpd in two months and IOCL will double the capacity of its Panipat refinery to 240,000 by January.

http://in.today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=businessNews&storyID=2005-09-14T173811Z_01_NOOTR_RTRJONC_0_India-216202-1.xml
(   Maruti to Launch Diesel Cars Next Year.


Hoping that 25 million two-wheeler buyers of last five years would upgrade to cars, India's largest car manufacturer Maruti Udyog Ltd on Friday said it was all set to cater to them and roll out diesel cars by 2006-end.  "The diesel car market has been growing in India in recent years. Suzuki Motor Corp is known for petrol engine technology and does not manufacture diesel engines. It obtained diesel engine technology largely to meet the requirements of Indian customers," MUL Chairman S Nakanishi told the company shareholders. He said the diesel engine plant would come up by end of 2006, strengthening Maruti's leadership in passenger cars.

The company plans to make investments in a new car plant and an engine and transmission plant in Manesar, Haryana.  "The existing manufacturing facilities are operating at close to peak capacity. The new car plant will augment production and help in meeting the higher anticipated demand," he said but did not give details of investment planned.  Maruti, which currently has production facilities to manufacture 600,000 cars a year, reported a 19.7 per cent growth in sales to Rs 11,353.8 crore (Rs 113.538 billion) in 2004-05 while profit jumped 57.5 per cent to Rs 853.6 crore (Rs 8.536 billion).

The firm has drawn out ambitious programme for new model launches in the next five years, he said but did not elaborate. "Fresh investments to upgrade the existing facilities are also part of the investment plan," Nakanishi said.  Nakanishi said Maruti was Suzuki's largest overseas operation. Suzuki is assisting Maruti in improving productivity and reduces cost and is also collaborating in developing research and development capabilities. "There is now a core group of engineers in Maruti who have undergone advanced training in Suzuki Motor Crop on a long-term basis. These engineers acquired capability in various facets of car design and development. The face-lift of Maruti's existing models over the past two years has been undertaken by these engineers independently," he said.

Nakanishi said Suzuki plans to make India its research and development hub for Asia outside Japan. "We believe that the low penetration rate of cars in India presents a tremendous opportunity for growth. Both Suzuki and Maruti believe that India's car market is at a point of inflexion from where it will achieve a sustained satisfactory growth in the medium term," he said. Much of this growth will be in the entry-level segment, as the nearly 25 million Indians who bought two-wheelers in the past five years upgrade to four wheels. "(Maruti) is in an excellent position to tap this opportunity," he said.

Contd…

Compact cars are the area of strength of Suzuki; it has been the leader of the mini car market in Japan for over three decades. It has the right technology and the right products to utilise the opportunities that are likely to emerge in India in terms of growth in demand for compact cars, he said. “The expansion of our company's sales and service network, our aggressive cost reduction and productivity improvement programme, our tie-ups with finance companies and banks to expand the reach of organised finance, are all efforts to reach out to Indian families that are yet to buy their first car." 

http://inhome.rediff.com/money/2005/sep/09maruti.htm
(   India to Promote Increased Use of Gas-Run Vehicles.

New Delhi - India plans to increase the use of compressed natural gas (CNG) in vehicles to reduce pollution from Petrol and Diesel fumes, officials said.  "Use of CNG is being encouraged as environment-friendly fuel," Oil Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar told Parliament.   Domestic sales of CNG, which is cheaper than the liquid fuels it replaces, rose to 17 million tonnes in June from 13.6 million tonnes a year ago, but sales are limited to only a few cities as India has a shortage of natural gas. CNG use is expected to hit Diesel and Petrol sales, particularly once domestic availability increases when two large gas fields begin production in the next five years. 

"Subject to availability of natural gas and necessary infrastructure, CNG is proposed to be introduced in various cities in the country in a phased manner," Aiyar said.   About 94,000 vehicles in Delhi and 154,000 vehicles in Bombay run on CNG, while a smaller number of automobiles use the fuel in the western state of Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh in the south.   India's top gas transporter GAIL (India) Ltd., which operates CNG stations in Bombay along with Britain's BG Group, plans to set up CNG stations in more cities.  GAIL said it had signed a deal with Ashok Leyland Project Services, an associate of commercial vehicle maker Ashok Leyland, to set up CNG stations at home and abroad. 

GAIL said by December it would launch gas-powered vehicles in Lucknow and Agra, home to the Taj Mahal.   India's domestic oil product sales rose 0.6 % in June compared with a year ago. Oil demand growth has been relatively sluggish in Asia's third-largest consumer, partly because many industrial consumers are switching to cheaper natural gas.
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/32003/story.htm
(   Should Policy Promote Small Cars?
Small is necessarily not beautiful:  As urban India grows and personal incomes rise, peoples’ aspirations too rise. Owning a car is one of them. Providing for inexpensive private vehicles helps to bridge the mobility divide. Perhaps, these have influenced the FM to consider a reduction in excise duty for small cars. But would that be wise?    For one, just as some who currently own two-wheelers aspire to buy an entry-level car there are many who aspire to buy two-wheelers. Fiscal support cannot be extended to small cars without also being extended to two-wheelers. For another, fiscal support for personal vehicles would inevitably result in accelerating the already rapid growth of these vehicles. 


The number of personal vehicles, for example, in Bangalore has grown from 2.02 lakh and in Delhi from 6.53 lakh in 1983 to 15.70 lakh and 37.32 lakh in 2003 respectively. Traffic congestion in our cities is becoming severe. Pollution levels in most cities are above prescribed limits. Roads built with public funds are being used for parking private vehicles. And the transport sector is the single largest consumer of petroleum products in a country, already heavily dependent on oil imports. Surely, the FM would not want to aggravate what is already a grave situation. 

Contd…

What he should do instead is to invest in augmenting public transport and promoting its use. Even if he intends to promote automobiles, he should provide incentives to encourage fuel-efficiency and for advancing compliance with emission norms. The US and Europe have fuel efficiency standards for automobiles; China has also recently introduced fuel efficiency norms. 

The Mashelkar Committee’s recommendation that automobile manufacturers in India should commit to fuel efficiency standards has not been pursued. In the absence of regulations, auto majors have been reluctant to introduce into India the advanced technologies that they employ elsewhere. Fuel quality needs to be improved. Advanced emission control devices need to be introduced. These and not the size that should be of concern.       All that is small is not necessarily beautiful.

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1239866.cms
(   France to be Top EU Bio-Fuel Maker by 2010. 
French Farm Minister said the government's new Bio-Fuel output targets would propel France to be Europe's leading producer by 2010.  Prime Minister called for fuels to contain 5.75 % of Bio-Fuel by 2008, a figure rising to 7 % by 2010 and 10 % by 2015 as part of a programme to boost Bio-Fuel usage. The European Commission had originally urged 5.75 % incorporation in fuels by 2010. 

"It's perhaps still very low, but by then (2010) we will be Europe's top volume producer," Bussereau told a press conference after a meeting of the maize growers' group AGPM. "We hope all of Europe follows us with similar plans." France currently produces some 200,000 tonnes of ethanol, made from sugar beet or cereals, and 500,000 tonnes of biodiesel, usually produced from rapeseed.  The EU's biggest producer Germany aims to have around two million tonnes of annual production capacity by 2006. Production in France is steadily rising and tenders have already been launched for extra capacity in the next few years. 

Villepin also said France would launch another tender by the end of this year for 1.8 million tonnes of new Bio-Fuel capacity. Bussereau acknowledged that the French targets were ambitious and would involve around three million hectares of cultivated land by 2010 and eight new Bio-Fuel factories, each representing an investment of some 100 million euros
http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/32526/story.htm
(   'Clean' Diesel Fuel in Works for 2006.
         Shift will go far in cutting pollution

Clean diesel fuel may sound like an oxymoron, but a fundamental change starting next year will help clear the air and possibly bring diesel engines into the mainstream.  Under a federal mandate, oil producers must reduce the amount of sulfur in diesel fuel by September 2006, bringing it down from an average of 500 parts per million to a nearly non-existent 15 parts per million.  The changeover to ultralow-sulfur diesel fuel will allow the nation's fleet of trucks and buses to run cleaner, emitting less nitrous oxides and fewer particulates

It's also expected to spawn a new generation of clean-diesel cars and trucks that still get 25 to 30 % better mileage than comparable gasoline-powered vehicles.  Getting the sulfur out of diesel fuel is a crucial milestone toward reducing air pollution nationwide, said John Millett, an EPA spokesman on clean-air issues.  "It's analogous to taking the lead out of gasoline as we did in the late 1970s," Millett said. "By taking lead out of gas, it allowed catalytic converters in cars and light trucks, which was a huge public-health benefit because emissions were dramatically reduced.


Contd…

"With diesel, we're able to do much the same thing by reducing sulfur. That allows catalytic reduction of pollutants and particulate controls to be added to the engine."  Diesel engines already emit far less carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide than gasoline engines, but the sulfur content increases the amount of nitrous oxide. The combustion process also produces fine particulates that are unhealthful to breathe and create visible smog.   As well as benefiting from the cleaner-burning aspects inherent in ultra low-sulfur diesel fuel, 2007 model year clean-diesel vehicles will include catalytic converters similar to those used in gasoline vehicles that will reduce nitrous-oxide emissions, as well as "traps" in the exhaust systems that will lower particulates. 


These diesel vehicles, which include popular diesel-powered pickup trucks and SUV’s, will be able to pass the same emissions standards as gasoline vehicles, Millett said.  The Diesel Standard goes into effect Sept. 1, 2006, but oil producers will have until Oct. 15 to fully comply, Millett said. Large diesel-powered trucks and buses will have another year to pass the more-stringent emissions standards, and off-road diesels such as construction vehicles and marine engines will have until 2011 to comply.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0813cleandiesel13.html
IN BRIEF: 

(   Cummins to Introduce Lean Burn Natural Gas Fuel System.
Cummins India is looking at Introducing Lean Burn Natural Gas Fuel Systems for Buses.   As Natural Gas becomes available more widely, they have developed a new technology in Fuel Systems with Cummins Westport.  It’s a lean burn natural gas fuel system, meant for bus application.  This would be superior to the technology used in buses today.   Lean burn natural gas fuel system is much more efficient and cleaner.   Hence they are looking at launching this product in the later half of this year said Mr. Talaulicar, Chairman.   

www.automonitor.co.in 

(  Malaysia to Roll Out Biofuel by October 2006.  
Kuala Lumpur - Malaysia, the world's top producer of palm oil, will be ready to sell a green fuel made from the commodity at domestic pumps and also export it by October 2006, an industry official said. Biofuels are taking on new importance worldwide as countries seek to cut emissions to meet the UN Kyoto Protocol, since burning the environmentally friendly fuel is considered to be carbon dioxide neutral and does not require emissions rights. 

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/32387/story.htm
(   Toyota Vehicles may run on New Fuel.
Toyota Motor, the world's second-largest automaker, said all its vehicles may eventually be run by hybrid gasoline-electric motors, as record fuel prices curb demand for conventional automobiles. ``In the future, the cars you see from Toyota will be 100 per cent hybrid,'' Executive Vice President Kazuo Okamoto told reporters in Frankfurt.  Japan's biggest carmaker is aiming to make as many as 400,000 gasoline-electric vehicles in 2006, including Prius cars, Camry sedans, Highlander sport-utility vehicles and Coaster buses, 60 per cent more than 2005's target, President Katsuaki Watanabe said at an investor conference in New York. 
Toyota has sold 425,000 gasoline-electric cars since 1997 and is trying to profit from its rivals in the technology. Watanabe said he aims to cut production costs and halve the premium in price of such vehicles at the earliest.  Hybrids combine a gasoline engine with a battery pack that's recharged through braking. Electricity powers the vehicle at low speeds, enabling the Prius to go up to 55 miles per gallon, double the mileage of a conventional automobile. The cost of those components makes hybrids 3,000 to 5,000 dollars more expensive than gasoline-engine. 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1229123.cms
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