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(  India’s First Euro IV-Compliant Cars to Roll out by Next Month.
Mumbai:  Good news for environmentalists on pollution front! Tata Motors will soon be the first vehicle maker in India to upgrade to Euro IV emission norms, when vehicles fitted with Euro IV petrol engines roll out of its Pune facility by the first week of December. Production of Euro IV diesel vehicles will begin early in 2006, according to Rajiv Dube, senior vice-president, passenger car unit, Tata Motors. This also puts to rest the speculation that Tata Motors may use Euro IV engines from Fiat SpA, with which it has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), in September this year.  

The Euro norms are being implemented to control the emission levels from vehicles to reduce environmental pollution.  Cars fitted with Euro IV engines will be supplied only to the export markets, to begin with, as Euro IV norms are already in place in the European markets since January this year. The Euro IV norms — referred to as Bharat Stage IV in India — will be applicable in India only in 2008. Only in April this year, the major cities in the country upgraded to Bharat Stage III, which is equivalent to Euro III. The development of Euro IV technology is essential at a stage when Tata Motors’ exports are at an all-time high. 

The company has exported more than 10,000 cars since the beginning of this fiscal, making it the third largest exporter of cars in India after Hyundai and Maruti Udyog who use their Indian facility as an export base as well. Tata Motors exports its hatchback Indica and mid-sized Indigo cars to markets like Italy, Spain, South Africa, Nigeria and Turkey.

http://www.financialexpress.com/fe_full_story.php?content_id=110079
(  Zero Excise Duty for Bio-Fuels on Cards.
The government is likely to change the excise duty structure for biofuels in the next Budget to make their use attractive. Petroleum ministry officials said the excise duty on biodiesel and ethanol is likely to be made nil and states would be asked to have a favourable sales tax regime. “The support industry for biofuels is not very developed in the country. So, the finance ministry has been requested to grant duty concessions,” an official said.

Contd..
The government’s excise notification does not specify any rate for biodiesel (oil extract from Jatropha seeds). So, the applicable duty is 16 %, which is also prescribed for “others” category. The end product of blended fuel attracts duties similar to those for normal petrol and diesel.   If the current cost of seeds for biodiesel manufacturers is assumed to be Rs 5 per litre (as is the stated desired cost), then without taxes, the cost of biodiesel amounts to Rs 17 a litre. If the current sales tax and excise duty structure for petro-diesel is applied to biodiesel, the cost will be between Rs 25-29 per litre. With the current market price of jatropha seeds at Rs 12 a kg, the resultant cost of biodiesel works out to Rs 36 per litre without taxes, and Rs 47-57 with taxes

With petrol costing over Rs 43 a litre, a minimal 5 % ethanol blending (that is priced at Rs 18.75 a litre) would not only help bring down the consumer’s oil spending, but also reduce air pollution, a biofuel expert said. Whatever limited blended petrol is being sold by the oil companies is sold at the price of petrol due to high duty. Going by the current scenario, it will take a minimum of 5-7 years for biodiesel projects to take off. But, the government is seen pushing it because biofuels may cut down India’s huge oils import bill.   

However, not much seems to be happening on ethanol blending of petrol, despite abundance of ethanol supply in the current sugar season (October-September). Sugar industry sources said ethanol blending with petrol was not being received with much enthusiasm by the oil companies.   “As per the 5 % ethanol blending with petrol norm, the sugar industry is working for an annual supply of 435 million litres. But, we did not get much encouragement from the oil industry,” said Shanti Lal Jain, director-general of Indian Sugar Mills Association (ISMA).

Isma has entered into an agreement with oil companies to supply ethanol at Rs 18.75 a litre. “This is pretty low, but we wanted to make a beginning. Though off take has begun in North India, it is quite slow. The South India bids are yet to be finalised,” Jain said. For biodiesel using jatropha extract, oil-marketing companies have agreed on Rs 25 a litre as an initial purchase price.

http://www.business-standard.com/common/storypage.php?storyflag=y&leftnm=lmnu2&leftindx=2&lselect=1&chklogin=N&autono=204723
(   Catalytic Converter Industry Shaky.
SA stands to lose half of its catalytic converter output, which rakes in more than R8 billion in hard currency annually, due to uncertainty over future government support, an industry lobby group warns. The Catalytic Converter Interest Group added its voice to the chorus of car and component makers lobbying against the reduction of benefits they enjoy under the Motor Industry Development Programme.  The group said that catalytic converter manufacturers globally were switching to the latest technology for diesel engines. 


This could lead to investments worth more than R2 billion in SA, which meets 14% of world demand for the vehicle-emission reduction devices, said group chairman Joe Armstrong.  But the current review of the programme, expected to be completed next year, meant SA could miss out on investment decisions being taken over the next year or so, said Armstrong.  Catalytic converter manufacturers were unlikely to make investment decisions until they were certain of government support levels available to them after the review, he said. Armstrong said that even current programme benefit levels were probably inadequate to attract the investment needed to produce the latest converters. 


The programme is widely credited as the reason for the establishment of SA's catalytic converter industry, which has grown from R388 million in exports in 1995 to R8,2 billion last year. The rapid rate of growth has slowed over the past year or so, as the rand’s gains took a toll.   Armstrong said about half of SA's catalytic converter output was for diesel engines.  The latest converters for these engines incorporate a filter system, to comply with tightening restriction in regions such as Europe. SA risked falling behind on this technology, he said.

http://www.sundaytimes.co.za/zones/sundaytimesNEW/business/business1132203543.aspx
Contd…

(   EPA to Help China Retrofit Buses with Clean Diesel Technology.

EPA will be helping China retrofit 30 buses in Beijing with clean diesel technology under collaboration between the EPA, China´s State Environmental Protection Agency and industry partners.   The effort, launched stems from an agreement reached last year between the EPA and China´s SEPA to collaborate on clean fuels and vehicles projects. The EPA is committed to providing technical expertise and more than $200,000 toward diesel retrofit demonstrations. 

The Southwest Research Institute, a nonprofit group based in Texas that specializes in technology transfer, is contributing matching funds and will manage the retrofit project.  At least two technologies will be deployed. One will reduce particulate emissions by as much as 30 %. The other technology, when combined with low-sulfur fuel, is expected to reduce particulate emissions by more than 90 %.

http://www.wastenews.com/headlines2.html?id=1131730801
(   France Wants to Raise EU Limits on Biofuel Use.
PARIS - French Industry Minister Francois Loos wants the European Union to raise limits on the use of biofuels, a cleaner-burning fuel alternative, in petrol and diesel.   As traditional fuel prices have rocketed, France, the biggest agricultural producer in Europe, aims to be the region's leading biofuel maker by 2010, when all fuels should contain 7 % of biofuel.  "For my part, I am ready to modify the French limits on diestar (biodiesel) in gas oil. And I will go to Brussels to ask for a modification of the European levels (of biofuels) in petrol," Loos said.   Biofuels in France are divided between biodiesel largely made from rapeseed, which is then blended with diesel and ethanol, a combustible fuel made from beet or cereals, which can be blended with conventional fuel. 

Loos and Dominique Bussereau will meet with the biofuel industry to discuss plans to double production with 1.8 million tonnes of new biofuel capacity in order to reach its 2008 production target.  This will add 1.3 million tonnes of biodiesel and 500,000 tonnes of ethanol, which will create savings in oil of some 30,000 tonnes of oil equivalent and cut CO2  emissions by at least 4 million tonnes.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/33565/story.htm
(   Volvo Says It’s Close to Choosing SCR to Meet 2010 Standards.
Volvo Powertrain North America, which supplies heavy-duty engines to Volvo Trucks North America and Mack Trucks, said it was on the verge of choosing selective catalytic reduction technology to meet new U.S. emission standards for nitrogen oxide that go into effect in 2010.   Volvo Powertrain is “95% of the way to saying SCR is the answer,” Anthony Greszler, the engine maker’s vice president of advanced engineering said.


Greszler said Volvo Powertrain would make a final decision on SCR “early next year,” after additional discussions with the Environmental Protection Agency. “We are working closely with EPA on emissions safeguards,” and infrastructure issues such as the availability of urea, needed to make SCR work, at retail fueling stations.

http://www.ttnews.com/members/topnews/0014251.html.
(   Beijing Suffers Heaviest Pollution by Vehicle Emissions in the World. 

Beijing tops the world in air pollution caused by motor vehicle exhaust and the city has become world's largest sediment center of such emissions.  Satellite photos released by the European Space Agency show that Beijing and its neighboring provinces are world's top two regions most seriously polluted with sulfur dioxide, which mainly stems from motor vehicle emissions hardly filtrated. 

Contd…
The Agency says, the apparatus on an environment monitoring satellite shows that in the past ten years, the pollutants in the sky over China has increased by about 50 % while pollution in the United States and Eastern Europe has remained at the same level or somewhat been reduced.  Official with Beijing Municipal Bureau of Environmental Protection said, motor vehicle exhaust is the main source of the city's air pollution, taking up 23.3 % of the total amount of inhalable particles, which have become the primary pollutant in Beijing's atmosphere. 

Inhalation of sulfur dioxide in large amount will lead to lung injury and problems in human respiratory system.  Complaining about the unbearable vehicle emissions in Beijing, many cyclist residents say they feel dizzy and a sore throat after riding for one or two hours. By the end of July, Beijing has had 2.46 million motor vehicles running in the city, and the figure is increasing at an annual rate of more than 14 %, according to statistics from Beijing traffic authority.  It is predicted that Beijing will have 3.5 million vehicles by 2008. 

http://english.people.com.cn/200510/28/eng20051028_217528.html
(   New Clean Diesel Provides Major Reduction In Diesel Emissions. 
Stamford, CT - Clean Diesel Technologies Inc., a developer of chemical and technological solutions to reduce harmful engine emissions, announced that a further series of independent tests have demonstrated that the company's proprietary Platinum Plus fuel-borne catalyst (FBC) can help substantially reduce diesel emissions from some of the worst polluting vehicles on the roads today -- the older, well-worn fleet vehicles including school buses, and local delivery and refuse trucks. A series of independent tests conducted at the prominent San Antonio-based Southwest Research Institute showed that the toxic emissions from these vehicles can be reduced, cost effectively, by as much as 70 % when they are retrofitted with the Platinum Plus FBC coupled with various U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-verified technologies. 

Clean Diesel Technologies President James Valentine noted that retrofitting these vehicles with his company's technology could be done inexpensively. As an example, one specific minimal cost retrofit option at less than $2,000 (by far the lowest cost option commercially available for that level of reduction) reduced diesel emissions in a 1995 engine by 50 %, Valentine said. 

 http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20051127005009&newsLang=en
IN BRIEF: 

(   Pakistan is Third Largest User of CNG. 

KARACHI: Pakistan has become the third largest user of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) due to consistency in Govt.’s policies to convert petrol and diesel vehicles into gas.  “Every year in Pakistan, some 55,000 vehicles are being converted to CNG from petrol and diesel,” Mr. Bakhsh, chairman, CNG Dealers Association said. “More than 650,000 vehicles have so far converted to CNG”.  He said Pakistan is the third-largest user of CNG vehicles after behind Argentina and Brazil. 


He said the country could save Rs 260 million foreign exchange annually if the government to provide more incentives to this sector such as loans and price reduction on imported CNG kit.  “The price of a CNG kit is around Rs 27,000 to Rs 30,000,” said a dealer, who converts petrol or diesel vehicles to CNG. The CNG kit prices went up to Rs 30,000 after rising petrol price to Rs 57 last month, he said.

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2005%5C11%5C27%5Cstory_27-11-2005_pg5_3
Contd…
(   EPA to Extend ULSD Retail Sale Date by 45 Days.
EPA said that it would extend by 45 days the deadline for terminals and retail outlets to comply with ultra-low-sulfur diesel fuel requirements next year, to Oct. 15, 2006.  EPA said the move was to help the transition to ULSD’s 15 parts per million sulfur standard, set to take effect next year in advance of stricter 2007 diesel engine standards.  During the extended transition period, diesel fuel meeting a 22-ppm sulfur level can be marketed as ULSD at the pump.


EPA said it granted the extension because some in the fuel-distribution industry indicated that on the current schedule, ULSD may not be available at a small number of retail outlets.  The agency said it does not expect to adjust the schedule again and the extension does not affect the start date for refineries to be producing ULSD fuel.  The impacts of the recent Gulf Coast hurricanes were not a factor in the decision, EPA said
http://www.ttnews.com/members/topNews/0014240.html
(   China to Become World's Third Largest Automobile Producer. 
China is expected to replace Germany as the world's third largest automobile producer by 2006.  This forecast was arrived at following a survey by German's Federal Trade Information Office.  Production in China's automobile industry this year is expected to exceed six million automobiles, though the country is facing soaring prices for raw materials and a competitive market.  German automobiles have grabbed a large market share in China, and major German car manufacturers have all set up joint ventures in China.
http://en.chinabroadcast.cn/2238/2005-11-18/135@282901.htm
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